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From Airfield to Airport City: Complexity and Contradiction in Airport History 

Airfield, landing fields, aerodromes, autodrome, safety, airport, systems, air terminals, routines, processes, containment, 

fence, romantic borderline, aircrafts, airships, aeronauts.   
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From Airfield to Airport City: Complexity and Contradiction in Airport History  
This paper shows early examples of the landside airside boundary and comments on its origins and representations. It also discusses the 

emerging complexities that turned airfields into airports, and airports into systems. Here, I argue that along the transition from the 

aerodrome’s leisure character to the more utilitarian airport, a deep gap divided Joel Corn’s “airmindedness” and the raising technical 

culture within the official and technical discourse. In those years the “Romantic Borderline” of the early landside airside boundary was 

in danger. As aircrafts became more sophisticated, airports became a technology of its own; they turned into political artifacts and 

powerful mechanisms of publicity and propaganda. 
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